Juarez Mission Trip
March 24 — 29 2008

Our St. James’ Church short-term mission team siitteen (16) members just returned from
an absolutely phenomenal week on a short-term amgsip to Juarez, Mexico. We built a house for a
deserving very young family with nine (9) month dn children in four (4) days. We worked with
Gateway Mission Training Center in El Paso, Texzateway provided wonderful support. They had
poured the concrete slab and had the building matédedelivered to the construction site prior ta ou
arrival. Gateway furnished two (2) very skillec# Mexican carpenters to instruct and assist us pl
two (2) of the Gateway staff were with us to overtiee build. We stayed in a compound at a Mexican
Anglican Church (St. Matias) in Juarez, were predignarvelous meals, and commuted from there to
the construction site each day. We shared the oantpwith a wonderful Christ Church team from a
Chicago suburb who were building another house -bdreled extremely well with the other team as
we visited and prayed for one another. All of adtivities were covered in prayer and with dailgrte
devotions. The LORD Jesus Christ indeed does rmarsethings through His people! Our team
median and average age was significantly aboveusiual for such teams; however, maturity and
experience pay off as we stayed well ahead of ¢émstcuction schedule throughout and completed a
very solidly built house. The team truly functionas the “Body of Christ” with each and every
person invaluably contributing their encouragenaatt labor as they were gifted and capable.

On Monday, March 24th, we met at St. James' Chunc@ovis, loaded up, drove to El Paso
by car pool caravan, arrived at Gateway Missionsssed into Mexico, settled into our bare necessity
quarters and in-briefed. We began constructionTaasday morning, March 25th by sawing the
timbers to specified lengths plus building and gngcthe frame. On Wednesday, March 26th, we
covered the frame, put on the roof, completed lbetrgcal wiring, and began applying chicken wine i
preparation for applying the stucco. Thursday, &7th, we installed the insulation, did mostta t
drywall, and completed the chicken wire and extepeceparations. On Friday, March 28th, we
completed the drywall, hung the ceiling fans agtitifixtures, put in the electrical outlets andtsives
and applied the stucco to the entire structurerexte On Saturday, March 29th, we had the house
Blessing with the family’s Church Pastor and préseémifts to the family of a Bible signed by alate
members, a cooking stove, kitchen pots and pasbkged] flatware, towels, toys, dolls, et cetera. We
developed a wonderful relationship with the famfily whom the house was completed plus their
extended family. The family, with the help of extied family and friends, will tape and texture the
drywall and apply paint in a color scheme to thiging. Following our goodbyes to the family, we
crossed the border back into the United Statesndgansferred baggage, and drove home to Clovis.
St. James’ Church had our customary fifth (5thid&y fellowship luncheon on March 30th during
which the team shared photographs, and witnesseut ahat a wonderful short-term mission cross-
cultural experience and time of spiritual growth aleenjoyed. Each and every team member was
mightily blessed by the short-term mission trip.



